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SUBJECT: SAPPER ATTACKS ON U.S. SHIPS 

REF: A. STATE 221114 

B. SAIGON 18764 

C. NIS INFORMATION REPORT (SUBIC BAY) DTG 
30/0802Z OCT 73 (NOTAL) 

1. IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST CONTAINED REFTEL A, FOLLOWING INFO CON- 
CERNING THREE SUSPECTED HOSTILE ACTION WATER MINING INCIDENTS 
DURING PERIOD OCTOBER 3-21 HAS BEEN DRAWN MAINLY FROM REF C. 

A) ON OCTOBER 3 AT 0100 HOURS TUG BOAT "CAPTAIN BLACK" FOR- 
MERLY UNDER DIRECTOR OF CONSTRUCTION (DIRCON) RVN CONTRACT 
SUSTAINED MAJOR DAMAGE AND SANK AS A RESULT OF AN UNDERWATER 
EXPLOSION. VESSEL WAS MOORED AT A BUOY LOCATED AT MIDSTREAM 
IN MEKONG RIVER OFF DONG TAM NAVAL BASE NEAR MY THO. VESSEL 
HAS BEEN RAISED AND IS NOW BEING OVERHAULED. 

B) ON OCTOBER 6 AT 0030 HOURS US FLAG CONTAINER SHIP "SS JAPAN 
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ANCHORED AT THIEN LIEN ANCHORAGE ON THE SAIGON RIVER SOME 30 
MILES SOUTH OF SAIGON. AN EXPLOSION CAUSED A HOLE 2 FEET 8 INCHES 
IN DIAMETER IN THE HULL SIX FEET BELOW THE WATERLINE. SHIP SUB- 
SEQUENTLY UNDERWENT TEMPORARY REPAIRS IN VUNG TAU AND THEN PRO- 
CEEDED TO HONG KONG VIA SUBIC BAY. 

C) ON OCTOBER 21 AT 0750 HOURS POWER SHIP "CANEY" SUSTAINED 
MINOR DAMAGE AS THE RESULT OF AN UNDERWATER DETONATION WHICH 
CAUSED A 4 INCH DIAMETER HOLE IN THE STARBOARD BOW ABOUT 6 INCHES 
BELOW THE WATERLINE. VESSEL WAS MORRED NEAR THE DELONG PIER AT 
THE FORMER ALASKA BARGE AND TRANSPORT BEACH SITE IN VUNG TAU. 

THE VESSEL WAS AT ONE TIME UTILIZED BY A US CONTRACTOR IN THE RVN, 
BUT WAS NO LONGER IN USE. 

2. AS A RESULT OF THESE INCIDENTS, THE MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND 
SAIGON HAS RECOMMENDED MSC INTEREST SHIPS CALLING AT RVN IN- 
STITUTE APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES (REF B): 
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